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Candidate declaration:
Please list aviation related interests, activities and affiliations, plus any specific initiatives the 
candidate intends to promote as a member of the executive.

I am a current RAANZ member
I accept nomination as a candidate for the RAANZ Exec


	Text Box 1: Wairarapa Aeroclub
	Text Box 1_2: Jacinda Johnston
	Text Box 1_3: See email acknowledgement to Stu Parker
	Text Box 1_4: Patrick Grant (Treasurer) and Robert Thurston (ATO)
	Text Box 1_5: 28 October 2023
	Text Box 1_6: Club Treasurer and RAANZ ATO
	Text Box 1_7: Jacinda Johnston
	Check Box 1: Yes
	Check Box 1_2: Yes
	Text Box 2: I have a long standing passion for aviation, starting as an Air Cadet at Hood aerodrome in Masterton. I did my first solo at 16 on a power flying camp at Woodbourne, and have been hooked on flying ever since. This led to a 19 year career serving in the NZDF, retiring as a Lieutenant Commander in 2021. My professional aviation career included:

- B-CAT Seasprite Co-pilot
- Weapons and Navigation specialist for Navy, training at the School of Air Warfare in Australia
- Flying and crewing on multiple deployments including the Middle East (anti-piracy), Africa (narcotics), Sub Antarctic (fisheries enforcement), Asia and Australia (training and multi-agency exercises) 
- Disaster relief operations including the RENA grounding, Vanuatu and Fiji Cyclone recoveries
- Working as NZDF SAR crew and flying support missions domestically for MPI, Customs, Police and DoC.
- Working for the RNZAF Directorate of Airworthiness, overseeing modifications and trials for NZDF Rotary Wing. 
- Aerodrome Saftey Officer at RNZAF Whenuapai, RIsk management, incident investigation etc
- Operations Officer at Joint Force Headquarters, supporting aircraft deployed on internationally, as well as lead advisor to Cheif of Defence Force and Chief of Police for aircraft capability and rapid emergency response.

In my last role, I established the Navy's 'School To Seas' programme, targeted at attracting young women into careers in the marine and aviation industries.

I spent a brief 3 years as Deputy Manger & Safety Officer at Hood Aerodrome. In this time I wrote the safety plans, aerodrome SOPs, Risk Matrices and led the Wairarapa CFZ project.

In my personal life, I enjoy flying for recreation and making aviation accessible at the grass-roots level. This has included:

- Establishing the Hood Hangar Company Ltd, a hangar and co-sharing space for pilots and aircraft owners.
- Sourcing significant funding for the Wairarapa Aeroclub, including for fitting of ADS-B equipment, and writing the fundraising strategy
- Supporting the Kuranui Aviation Programme, a means for local high school students to earn NCEA credits whilst participating in club flying and gliding activities.
- Gaining my RAANZ junior instructor rating (currently inactive, due to workload)

My focus is on keeping sport aviation alive and sustainable in the face of economic and regulatory pressures. I am motivated by the achievements of the RAANZ committee, including advocating for the Rotax 'on condition' programme, and coordinating the merger with SAC. I believe RAANZ as an industry body can act strategically to leverage positive outcomes for members across NZ. I would like to bring my skillsets to the table to support this where possible, and ensure the category is protected for the future.




